IV

Very soon after I saw Gandhiji it became clear
to me that the Congress Socialists had been repeating
to him what they had been whispering throughout the
country against us without caring to prove a single
allegation hotoever. More, they had organised a coun-
try-wide campaign for any Congressman they could
get hold of to write to Gandhiji.

In his first letter Gandhiji put some questions, both
on questions of policy and also our political morals.
I briefly answered all, only to put the policy problems
aside till the charges against our political morals were
^either proved or dismissed.

Gandhiji did not agree with us about this being a
people's war at all.

Gandhiji found my answer about our finances
"** completely satisfactory,"

About other questions he wrote "I understand
your answers and appreciate them too. If I was free
from prejudices, I would have no hesitation in accept-
ing your answers. But my difficulty is real and I ask
for your sympathy." If the greatest amongst us pleads
prejudice as coming in the way of his accepting what
I say, I have nothing more left to say.

In-his last letter'Gandhiji says "I dare hot con-
demn you" and names other Communists whom he
knows personally. Our real trouble is that every Com-
munist hears the same thing now-a-days from his
fellow Congressmen. None has anything definite to
say except pay compliments to the Communist he meets
but yet goes on repeating charges which have gained
currency through sheer repetition and in the back-
ground of blind prejudice.
I literally bared my chest before Gandhiji.    He